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Descriptive notes

This is a collection of photographs taken and collected by John S. Uthoff (lowa City, lowa) while serving as an
entertainment specialist with the U.S. Special Services during the Vietnam War. He worked on lighting and
stage design for productions of the United Services Organization (USO) in An Khe and Cam Ranh Bay, South
Vietnam in 1970.

He earned a B.A. in speech and dramatic art, and an M.F.A. in theatrical design from the University of lowa.
He has served as President of The United States Institute for Theatre Technology (2004- ) and Associate
Professor of Lighting and Sound studies for Kansas State University’s theatre department.

His daughter Linda Uthoff provided the following information on the Uthoff family:

The Uthoff family came to lowa in roughly the 1840s. The first place | have firsthand knowledge of where
anyone lived (as in I've driven by and had the place pointed out to me a couple of times) was a family farm
northwest of Mt. Vernon. That was my great-great-grandparents (these are all the Uthoff line). My great-
grandparents lived in Mt. Vernon proper. My grandparents lived in lowa City where my Grandpa Uthoff (John
Hiram Uthoff - you have a family history he wrote in your collection already) worked in the finance department
for the University of lowa and my Grandma Uthoff (Hazel Jones Uthoff) was an active club woman. They had 3
sons, the youngest being my father John Stuart Uthoff. He was born in lowa City, went to high school at City
High, and graduated from the University of lowa.

The photography in this collection shows Special Services staff and camp, servicemen during leisure time, and
various acts performing for the troops. John Uthoff is shown in photo PH2018.4.4 of the collection.




